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Burglary is often a crime of 
op p ortunity.   A  b urglar w ill 
select h is target b ecause it 
offers h im th e most lik elih ood  
of carrying out h is crime 
und etected  and  w ith  th e 

few est numb er of ob stacles in h is w ay.   T h ink  
of it th is w ay:  you’ re on your w ay to w ork ,  
running late,  and  need  to d rop  of your ch ild  at 
d aycare.   But you N E E D  coffee!   A re you more 
lik ely to stop  somep lace w h ere you h av e to 
p ark ,  get J unior out of th e car seat,  lock  th e 
d oors,  stand  in line w h ile b alancing your w allet 
and  th e b ab y,  get your coffee,  get J unior b ack  
in h is car seat and  get b ack  on th e road ,  or are 
you p rob ab ly going to find  a d riv e-th rough  and  
sk ip  th e ob stacles?   L ik e you,  th e b urglar is 
look ing for th e simp lest w ay to reach  h is 
ob j ectiv e.  
 
W ith  th is in mind ,  consid er your b usiness from 
a b urglar’ s p ersp ectiv e.   “ C ase”  your b usiness 
th e w ay a criminal w ould  and  look  for easy 
meth od s of gaining entry and  rap id  w ays to 
remov e p rop erty.   

Protect the Perimeter  
M ak e sure all d oors are p rotected  w ith  d ead b olt 
lock s,  and  consid er installing latch  
guard s ov er th e lock s to p rev ent 
p rying.   D ead b olt lock s sh ould  
h av e a b olt th at ex tend s at least 
1 . 5  inch es into th e d oor frame.  
 
A ll ex terior and  security d oors sh ould  b e of 
metal or solid  w ood  construction.   E x p osed  
h inges sh ould  b e p inned  to p rev ent remov al.   
F or emp loyee safety,  all solid  d oors sh ould  
h av e p eep h oles installed ,  so th e ex terior can b e 
v iew ed  for susp icious activ ity p rior to op ening 
th e d oor.  

P ad lock s sh ould  b e mad e of 
steel and  k ep t lock ed  w h en not 
in immed iate use.   R ememb er 
to remov e serial numb ers from 
your loc k s to p re v ent 
unauth oriz ed  k eys from b eing 
mad e.  
 
W ind ow s sh ould  h av e secure lock s,  p rimary 
and  second ary lock ing d ev ices,  and  sh atter-
resistant glass.   R ep lacing p articularly 
v ulnerab le w ind ow s w ith  p lex i-glass or glass 
th at is reinforced  w ith  metal screening is a 
good  op tion.   A n alternativ e to new  w ind ow s 
is S ecurity F ilm,  w h ich  can b e installed  on 
w ind ow s to mak e th em more resistant to 
b reak ing.  
 
C h eck  all d oors and  w ind ow s at th e end  of 
th e b usiness d ay to ensure th ey are closed  
and  lock ed .   P ub lic areas such  as restrooms 
sh ould  also b e ch eck ed ,  to ensure th at a 
criminal is not concealed  th ere w ith  th e intent 
of w aiting until th e b uild ing is emp ty to commit 
h is crimes.  
 
L ock  sk yligh ts,  ceiling v ents,  and  roof access 
d oors from th e insid e.   R emov e any items th at 
could  p rov id e th e means for a criminal to 
access your rooftop  ( lad d ers,  nearb y trees,  
etc. )  
 
M aintain good  k ey-control 
p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  a l l 
emp loyees,  and  ch ange th e 
lock s w h en an emp loyee 
leav es.   A  less ex p ensiv e 
op tion may b e to h av e th e 
ex isting lock s re-tumb led .  

 
Continued on Page 3 
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Crimes Occurring on Business Property 
F or th e M onth  of  A ugust 2 0 0 8  

COMMERCIAL ROBBERY:                                                                                                                                                        LOS S                                                                                  
900 block Harrington Ave 
N E  
2 : 2 7  p . m .  

An em p loy ee looked  u p  f rom  s tocking s h elves  to f ind  th e s u s p ect,  w earing 
a black s ki m as k,  p ointing a gu n at h er.   T h e s u s p ect w alked  th e em p loy ee 
back to th e bu s ines s  of f ice w h ere a bank d ep os it w as  being p rep ared ,  
d em and ed  m oney ,  and  told  th e em p loy ees  to get on th e f loor bef ore 
f leeing.   A K 9 track w as  u ns u cces s f u l.   A p os s ible s u s p ect is  a regu lar 
cu s tom er w h o cons tantly  as ks  th e p rice of  variou s  item s  bu t p u rch as es  th e 
s am e item  every  tim e.   T h e bu s ines s  ow ner believes  th is  p ers on com es  in 
to obs erve h ow  th e bu s ines s  op erates .   Crime Prevention Tip:  Suspicious 
a ctivity  f req uentl y  preced es crime.   Th e suspect in th is ca se ma y  h a ve 
b een “ ca sing ”  th e b usiness d uring  prior repea ted  visits a nd  a ppea rs to 
h a ve k now n w h en a  rob b ery  w oul d  l ik el y  net th e most ca sh .   B a nk  d eposits 
sh oul d  b e prepa red ,  a nd  d eposits sh oul d  b e ma d e a t d if f erent times of  th e 
d a y ,  so someone “ ca sing ”  th e b usiness w oul d  h a ve more d if f icul ty  
pred icting  th e b est time to commit a  rob b ery .   I f  y our b usiness h a nd l es a  l ot 
of  ca sh ,  consid er h iring  a n a rmored  tra nsport service.      

unknown 

17 000 block 116 th  Ave S E  
11: 4 5  a. m .  

T h e s u s p ect entered  th e bu s ines s  and  p ointed  a h and gu n at th e ow ner,  
d em and ing th at s h e op en th e cas h  regis ter.   L atent f ingerp rints  w ere lif ted  
f rom  th e s cene.   Crime Prevention Tip:  K eep th e minimum a mount of  ca sh  
necessa ry  to cond uct b usiness in th e ca sh  reg ister.   Post sig ns ind ica ting  
th a t minima l  ca sh  is a ccessib l e to empl oy ees.   A  f irst time “ g ood  h a ul ”  w il l  
encoura g e a  rob b er to return f or a  repea t perf orma nce.  

$ 3 5 1  

2 8 00 block N E  S u ns et B lvd  
9: 3 5  a. m .  

O f f icers  res p ond ed  to a rep ort of  a robbery .   T h e s u s p ect f irs t cam e into 
th e bu s ines s  and  as ked  th e p rice of  an item ,  th en lef t w ith ou t bu y ing or 
tou ch ing any th ing.   T h e bu s ines s  ow ner obs erved  th e s u s p ect d riving 
arou nd  th e p arking lot bef ore p arking and  w atch ing th e ow ner.   Abou t th irty  
m inu tes  later th e s u s p ect retu rned  and  p u t on a s ki m as k.   T h e s u s p ect told  
th e em p loy ee to op en th e cas h  d raw er,  and  w h en th e em p loy ee h es itated ,   
p u lled  ou t a ten inch  h and gu n and  racked  th e s lid e.   T h e em p loy ee gave 
th e s u s p ect th e m oney  f rom  th e cas h  regis ter and  f rom  h is  p ockets .   T h e 
s u s p ect f led  w ith ou t tou ch ing any th ing.    Crime Prevention Tip:  Suspicious 
a ctivity  f req uentl y  preced es crime,  a nd  someone sitting  in th e pa rk ing  l ot 
“ w a tch ing ”  th e b usiness is certa inl y  suspicious.   Ca l l  9 -1-1 to report 
suspicious a ctivity .    

$ 6 9 9  

12 00 block S W  4 3 rd  S t 
3 : 00 a. m .  

T h e s u s p ect as ked  to u s e th e res troom  at th e bu s ines s .   T h e s u s p ect 
ex ited  th e bath room  w earing a h and kerch ief  over h is  f ace and  h old ing a 
gu n,  and  told  th e em p loy ee to op en th e regis ter.   T h e em p loy ee backed  
aw ay  and  d id  not op en th e regis ter;  no m oney  w as  taken.   Crime 
Prevention Tip:   N o a mount of  money  or property  is w orth  l osing  y our l if e.  

$ 0  

COMMERCIAL BU RG LARY:                                                                                                                                                    LOS S                                                                                     
2 00 block S W  7 th  S t O f f icers  res p ond ed  to a bu rglary  in p rogres s  and  obs erved  th e s u s p ect 

ru nning f rom  th e bu s ines s  carry ing bottles  of  liq u or.   A s ecu rity  of f icer f rom  
a nearby  bu s ines s  h ad  s een th e s u s p ect loitering in th e area,  h eard  glas s  
breaking,  and  called  9-1-1.   T h e s u s p ect w as  ap p reh end ed  and  w as  in 
p os s es s ion of  a f las h ligh t,  w ire cu tters ,  and  s everal bottles  of  liq u or.   A 
s earch  incid ent to arres t revealed  a block of  cream  ch ees e th at w as  s till 
cold  to th e tou ch  in th e s u s p ect’ s  s w eats h irt p ocket.   T h e bu s ines s  ow ner 
res p ond ed  and  id entif ied  th e s tolen p rop erty  as  h aving been rem oved  
f rom  h is  bu s ines s .   T h e s u s p ect w as  booked  f or f elony  inves tigation of  
B u rglary .   Crime Prevention Tip:  A ppl y ing  Security  F il m to w ind ow  a nd  
d oor g l a ss ca n increa se th e streng th  of  th e g l a ss b y  up to th ree-h und red  
percent,  g rea tl y  increa sing  th e a mount of  time a nd  ef f ort a  crimina l  must 
ta k e to g a in il l eg a l  entry  to y our b usiness.  

$ 6 0  



Look at the Landscape  
T r i m  b a c k  t r e e s  a n d  s h r u b s  
n e a r  w i n d o w s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  
a r e a s  o f  c o n c e a l m e n t  f o r  
w o u l d -b e  t h i e v e s .   P l a n t  
t h o r n y  b u s h e s  u n d e r  w i n d o w s  
w h e r e  a  b u r g l a r  m i g h t  a t t e m p t  
t o  g a i n  e n t r y .  
 

K e e p  w i n d o w s  c l e a r e d  o f  s i g n s ,  m e r c h a n d i s e  
a n d  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  t h a t  c a n  o b s t r u c t  t h e  v i e w  
o f  a  p a s s e r -b y  o r  a  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r .   
C r i m e s  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  s e e n  
c a n n o t  b e  r e p o r t e d .  
 
I n s t a l l  e x t e r i o r  l i g h t i n g  t o  i n c r e a s e  
v i s i b i l i t y  i n  p a r k i n g  l o t s  a n d  
a r o u n d  w i n d o w s ,  d o o r s ,  o u t d o o r  
w a l k w a y s ,  e t c .   
S hou l d m y  b u si ness hav e an al ar m ?   

T h e  f o c u s  o f  b u r g l a r y  
prevention i s  t o  m a k e  y o u r  
b u s i n e s s  a  l e s s  l i k e l y  t a r g e t  i n  
t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .   T o  a c c o m p l i s h  
t h i s ,  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  n e e d s  t o  b e  
p r o p e r l y  s e c u r e d ,  w e l l  l i t  d u r i n g  

h o u r s  o f  d a r k n e s s ,  w i t h  v a l u a b l e s  s u c h  a s  
c a s h  a n d  m e r c h a n d i s e  p r o t e c t e d .   A n  a l a r m  
m a y  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
p e a c e  o f  m i n d .   B e f o r e  i n v e s t i n g  i n  a n  a l a r m  
s y s t e m ,  c h e c k  w i t h  s e v e r a l  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  
d e c i d e  w h a t  l e v e l  o f  s e c u r i t y  f i t s  y o u r  n e e d s .   
L e a r n  h o w  t o  u s e  y o u r  s y s t e m  p r o p e r l y  a n d  
t e s t  i t  r e g u l a r l y .   C o n t a c t  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  
S t a t e  B u r g l a r  a n d  F i r e  A l a r m  A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  
8 0 0 -2 4 8 -9 2 7 2  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .   
A l a r m s  i n  R e n t o n  n e e d  t o  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  w i t h  
t h e  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t ;  t h e  f o r m  c a n  b e  
d o w n l o a d e d  f r o m  t h e  C i t y  
w e b s i t e  a t  w w w . r e n t o n w a . g o v .   
i f  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  i s  o u t s i d e  o f  
R e n t o n ,  c h e c k  w i t h  y o u r  l o c a l  
p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  s e e  i f  y o u  
n e e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  y o u r  a l a r m .  
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M or e S u g g esti ons  
M a k e  b a n k  d e p o s i t s  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s  t o  
m i n i m i z e  c a s h  o n  h a n d .   V a r y  t h e  t i m e s  
a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m e t h o d s  s o  s o m e o n e  
“ c a s i n g ”  t h e  b u s i n e s s  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  a  p a t t e r n .   
B e  s u r e  y o u r  s a f e  i s  f i r e p r o o f  a n d  s e c u r e l y  
a n c h o r e d .   L e a v e  i t  o p e n  
w h e n  i t ’ s  e m p t y ,  a n d  u s e  i t  
t o  l o c k  u p  c a s h ,  b u s i n e s s  
c h e c k s ,  k e y s ,  c o m p a n y  
c r e d i t  c a r d s  a n d  o t h e r  
v a l u a b l e  m e r c h a n d i s e  w h e n  
t h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  c l o s e d .   I f  
t h e  s a f e  i s  n o t  e m p t y ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  k e p t  
l o c k e d  a t  a l l  t i m e s .   
U s e  h e a v y  c a b l e s  t o  l o c k  d o w n  c o m p u t e r s ,  
m a c h i n e r y ,  a n d  o t h e r  e x p e n s i v e  
e q u i p m e n t .   I f  i t  t a k e s  a  l o n g  t i m e  t o  
r e m o v e  t h e  i t e m ,  t h e  c r i m i n a l  m a y  g e t  
f r u s t r a t e d  a n d  l e a v e  w i t h o u t  i t .   
K e e p  a  c u r r e n t  i n v e n t o r y  o f  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  
m a c h i n e r y  i n c l u d i n g  c o m p u t e r s ,  o f f i c e  
e q u i p m e n t ,  t o o l s ,  e t c .   P r o v i d i n g  t h e  p o l i c e  
w i t h  a  l i s t  t h a t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  b r a n d ,  m o d e l ,  
s e r i a l  n u m b e r  a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  e a c h  i t e m  
w i l l  a s s i s t  i n  r e c o v e r i n g  y o u r  p r o p e r t y .   
L e a v e  c a s h  r e g i s t e r s  e m p t y  a n d  o p e n  a f t e r  
h o u r s  t o  s h o w  a  b u r g l a r  w h o  i s  “ s h o p p i n g ”  
f o r  a  t a r g e t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  c a s h  r e a d i l y  
a c c e s s i b l e .   

V a l u a b l e  a n d  e a s i l y  
t r a n s p o r t a b l e  i t e m s ,  s u c h  
a s  l a p t o p  c o m p u t e r s ,  
p h o n e  c a r d s ,  c i g a r e t t e s  
a n d  s i m i l a r  i t e m s ,  s h o u l d  
b e  p l a c e d  a w a y  f r o m  

w i n d o w s .   V a l u a b l e s  n e a r  w i n d o w s  a r e  
o f t e n  t a r g e t e d  i n  “ s m a s h  a n d  g r a b ”  
b u r g l a r i e s ,  w h e r e  t h e  s u s p e c t  n e v e r  m a k e s  
e n t r y  t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s  b u t  s i m p l y  b r e a k s  t h e  
g l a s s ,  r e a c h e s  i n ,  a n d  r e m o v e s  t h e  i t e m .  

Preventing Commercial Burglary (continued) 

 



Terri Vickers / Crime Prevention Unit 
1 0 5 5  S  G ra d y  W a y  
R enton,  W A   9 8 0 5 7  
Ph one:   ( 4 2 5 )  4 3 0 -7 5 2 0  
F a x :   ( 4 2 5 )  4 3 0 -7 5 0 5   
E-ma il  th e Ed itor a t:   tvickers@ ci. renton. w a . u s 

RENTON POLICE  DEPART M ENT 

Crimes Occurring on Business Property in August (continued) 
100 block Airport Wy E m ploye e s  a rriv e d  to f in d  th e  bu s in e s s  ra n s a cke d .   E n try w a s  g a in e d  

by pu s h in g  a  d u m ps te r a g a in s t a n  e x te rior w a ll to a cce s s  a  w in d ow  th a t 
h a d  be e n  pre v iou s ly broke n  a n d  w a s  “ s e cu re d ”  w ith  a  ca rd boa rd  box .   
O n ce  in s id e ,  s u s pe ct/ s  prie d  a  ca s h  re g is te r,  s m a s h e d  v id e o g a m e s ,  
a n d  s tole  ca s h ,  cig a re tte s ,  a n d  th re e  s e cu rity ca m e ra s .   L a te n t 
f in g e rprin ts  w e re  lif te d  f rom  th e  s ce n e  a n d  v id e o s u rv e illa n ce  of  th e  
s u s pe ct w a s  re trie v e d  f rom  th e  re cord e r.   Crime Prevention Tip:  Check 
y ou r b u s ines s  f req u entl y  f or pos s ib l e points  of  entry ,  s u ch a s  b roken 
w ind ow s  in is ol a ted  pl a ces ,  roof  vents ,  etc.  

unknown 

1100 block H oq u ia m  
Av e  N E  

O f f ice rs  re s pon d e d  to a n  a la rm  a n d  f ou n d  th re e  s u bj e cts  f le e in g  on  
f oot.   E n try to th e  bu s in e s s  h a d  be e n  g a in e d  by pryin g  ope n  a  w in d ow .   
T h e  s u s pe cts  re m ov e d  a  v id e o proj e ctor (w h ich  w a s  la te r re cov e re d )  
a n d  a  m otion  d e te ctor f rom  th e  bu ild in g .   All th re e  s u s pe cts  w e re  
a rre s te d  f or in v e s tig a tion  of  bu rg la ry in  th e  s e con d  d e g re e .   Crime 
Prevention Tip:  V id eo proj ectors  a re of ten s tol en f rom b u s ines s  of f ices  
a nd  s chool s .   H ig hl y  “ s tea l -a b l e”  items  s u ch a s  thes e s hou l d  b e 
s ecu red  w ith ca b l e l ocks  to increa s e the d if f icu l ty  in removing  them 
f rom the premis es .  

$ 1, 5 00 
( r e c ov e r e d )  

Auto Thefts:  There were 69 cars reported stolen in Renton during the month of August 2008. 
Auto Recov eries:   N ineteen v ehicles that were stolen outside the C ity  were recov ered in Renton during August 2008. 

2 00 block S W S u n s e t 
B lv d  

S u s pe ct/ s  re m ov e d  s e v e ra l ite m s  of  cloth in g  f rom  th e  bu s in e s s .   E n try 
w a s  g a in e d  by bre a kin g  a  g la s s  d oor,  w h ich  h a d  be e n  prie d  u n til th e  
g la s s  s h a tte re d .   V id e o s u rv e illa n ce  f rom  th e  bu s in e s s  s h ow s  a  s u s pe ct 
w h o a ppe a rs  to be  th e  s a m e  pe rs on  w h o bu rg la riz e d  th e  s tore  th re e  
m on th s  prior.   Crime Prevention Tip:  A n a ppl ica tion of  S ecu rity  F il m 
w ou l d  increa s e the s treng th of  the g l a s s ,  increa s ing  the a mou nt of  time 
a nd  ef f ort need ed  to s ha tter it.    

$ 2 00 


